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Washington File

*EPF702 04/06/2003
Transcript: Gen. Brooks Describes Conditions irek#ted Iraq
(CENTCOM briefing April 6) (9180)

In those areas of Iraq that have been liberatbd,good news is life is proceeding into a new stéte
normal," says Brigadier General Vincent Brooks,utgmlirector of operations of the U.S. Central Ccgmeh
(CENTCOM).

At an April 6 briefing in Doha, Qatar, Brooks notit in An-Najaf, children are now safely retuigniio
school for the first time since hostilities began.

Coalition civil affairs units are traveling behiodalition combat formations and working to meet the
humanitarian needs of Iraqi civilians, the genseadl.

"Their efforts are making a major difference in tives of newly liberated Iraqgis,” Brooks said. 4ome
locations, our soldiers are facilitating the detivef supplies, and that includes things that dneady on
hand in storage warehouses but weren't delivergtebgegime...."

According to Brooks, free Iragis are playing an artpnt role in coalition humanitarian and civic wor
"They continue to help us communicate and earmgla tiegree of trust. The teams also coordinate etgliof
humanitarian assistance rations and the massivenas of wheat and grain that are starting to flofrom
all over the world," he said.

Unfortunately, Saddam's military continues to daldtely put Iraqgi citizens in harm's way, Brook&lsAs
coalition forces are more freely able to operateiad or within Baghdad, he said, "we see indicatitat
the regime continues to put civilian and civilialeas at increasing risk."

He showed reporters satellite photographs of Ima@tfiary equipment, hidden in the shadows but sigible,
that was placed within inches of residential buigr.

Brooks said this ploy "is another example of how tagime is more than willing to put its populatiato
harm's way to protect itself, and its weapons, itmidapabilities of continuing to inflict oppression the
population.”

The general emphasized that coalition forces "waiitinue to discriminate in our targeting. We wibintinue
to be selective and seek precision in all we dd.iBa clear at this point that the risk is incsgay to the
civilian population because of decisions made yme leaders."

Brooks said that coalition forces are conducting-stop radio broadcasting over all of Iraq to give
instructions to the Iragi people on how to proteeimselves.

"We explain to the Iraqis the types of atrocitiesl @riminal acts that the regime is responsible Aod we're
also telling the Iraqi forces that remain, speaificthe Special Republican Guard and special ggdorces,
that they should surrender, flee, or fight and feegain destruction,” Brooks said.

Coalition forces, he said, are focused on attackaggne leadership targets, military forces, comdnan
centers, communications nodes, and all locatedadiirto break the military capacity of the regithie
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added: "At this point, the coalition can operat®tighout all of the airspace of Irag."

Coalition special operations forces, he notedcarslucting "unconventional warfare and doing more a
more work with Iragis who do not support the regihtie Basra, Samawa, Najaf, and Karbala coalition
encounters with regime forces "have gone down ajgisky while the support from the population is
increasing."

When asked about Iragi casualties, Brooks saidtmpafigures are based on estimates on "the nuraber
(weapons) systems that we had involved and thedlypagagements that occurred.” At present, Iraqi
casualties are estimated to be somewhere aroufif,h0t he added: "We are not out there tryingoiont up
bodies."

Following is a transcript of the briefing, as reded by CENTCOM:
(begin transcript)

UNITED STATES CENTRAL COMMAND DAILY PRESS BRIEFING
BRIEFER: GEN. VINCE BROOKS, DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF OPERONS
LOCATION: DOHA, QATAR

TIME: 7:02 A.M. EDT

DATE: SUNDAY, APRIL 6, 2003

BRIG. GEN. VINCENT BROOKS: I trust that everyongsted their clocks properly, here and in other
places where the time zones have changed.

Good afternoon. Ladies and gentlemen, since thigioo& entry to Iraq, coalition forces have bdeaused
on the objectives of the campaign. We're in thé Hay, and the outcome remains beyond doubt. Véith e
day that passes, the coalition force grows stroagdrmore damages are inflicted upon the regimetand
supporting agents, and with each day that passa®, inagis are celebrating freedom.

Our thoughts and prayers continue to go out tdahely members of those of our fallen comrades Wwhoe
paid the ultimate sacrifice.

The coalition attacked regime leadership targeistany forces, command centers, communicationsesod
and all located aircraft to break the military caipaof the regime. At this point, the coalitionncaperate
throughout all of the airspace of Irag. | have tmeapons systems videos to show you today of rexteattks
that we conducted to eliminate the military caggbdefending this regime. The attacks were focused
eliminating threats to coalition aircraft and pretneg the regime from using aircraft for any purpos

The first video shows and anti-aircraft artilleggem that is firing at a coalition aircraft. Ydwkttually see
that in this film. And this target was west of Kikin northern Iraq on the 2nd of April.

Now, what you just saw was two sets of black smdket was the firing of the anti-aircraft systenttas
aircraft that's conducting the attack. So, | wgukt remind that there are not benign actionsalatr, these
are combat actions, and our pilots have done very,well and have been very effective. Let's auuni with
the tape, please. He won the duel.

The second video shows a regime anti -- a regineeadii located near the al-Takatam (sp) airfielt ¢his

was struck on April the 4th. And as | mentionedyrevattacking all identified aircraft, first to prent them
from flying for combat purposes but also to previtwet potential delivery of weapons of mass destoct
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chemicals particularly, from aircraft.
We will continue to attack the regime and its raityt capacity whenever and wherever we find it.

| also have two products to show you from receatision attacks against assets of the regime. ifgteohe
is a regime command and control facility in Baghdadck on April the 3rd. What I'd highlight on shone is
that there are 21 different weapons that were wessth one of them represented by a blue arrow.oDtine
reasons why | don't discuss sorties very muchasime we have the capability of doing some of théseks
without involving an aircraft at all, or we may leawgertain aircraft that drop precision- guided rntions that
can find their own way to the target. So, it migktone or two aircraft to do these 21 weaponsantattack.
There's a difference in our technology and our b#ipanow than what we've spoken of in the past.

This is a pre-strike; and the post strike, ple¥seying degrees of destruction because the weapmtems
chosen have varying degrees of explosive capallitgl that's by deliberate design. So you'll setherar
left side, for example, these don't appear to lieatoyed as others, but they're effective hitsome cases
we went just outside of the building to penetratether cases, the buildings themselves were agstr
You can see some that are shredded in this cagew@k considered an effective attack. If we desgt
something effective, then we'll come back and &tibat a later time. The second image is -- webt let's
show the split here -- okay -- the second imagantto show you is a command and control facilégm
Samanpak (sp) to the south of Baghdad. This waskstn the 3rd of April. Two weapons in this case.
Post-strike. And the split.

As we are now able to operate around or within Baghwe see indications that the regime continu@sit
civilian and civilian areas at increasing risk. Ttakowing photo will show you Iragi military equipent that
the regime has intentionally placed next to thédmgs of a residential area. Although it's adittit difficult
to see, each blue arrow points to a piece of myléguipment that's pushed right up against the sidhe
building. In some cases there are multiple pie€éegjoipment. This is in a residential area. We tdamow
that these are houses, per se, but it clearlyasidential area. This kind of risk is another eglamof how the
regime is more than willing to put its populatiotid harm's way to protect itself, and its weapamnsl, its
capabilities of continuing to inflict oppression tire population.

We, however, will continue to discriminate in oardeting. We will continue to be selective and seek
precision in all we do. But it is clear at this pioihat the risk is increasing to the civilian ptgtion because
of decisions made by regime leaders.

Our coalition special operations forces in northesy directed focused air support against regionesfs in
the north near Kirkuk. Some of these forces, softkese Iraqi forces from the first corps relocated
approximately 10 kilometers further to the southiag from what has been described as the "green lline
special operations teams with these Kurdish sgcuntith Kurdish security elements, maintain cataith
the first corps elements and have moved forwaadportion of that 10-kilometer zone to keep thgeseon
the relocating Iraqi forces.

Our special operations forces are positioned asavgral key roads, and this is to prevent movemient
ballistic missiles -- we've talked about area denig in the west -- and also to deny free moventgnt
regime forces or leaders.

Our special operations forces represent a verydotapability and can be introduced into any area by
variety of means. You've seen some of those oeelait several days of this campaign. The vide@baut
to show you shows special operations forces comtuanother parachute assault within the last tagsdo
secure an airfield for future use.
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(Video.)

Equally important are the efforts of our speciatigions forces conducting unconventional warfaie a
doing more and more work with Iragis who do notmpthe regime, and this is an ongoing and iningas
effort. The land component continues to achieveesg Our efforts to remove remnants of the rediom
the areas of Basra, Samawa, Najaf, and Karbalarey@ng. There have been some encounters with eegim
forces in these areas, but the number of encoulnée®s gone down appreciably while the support ftioen
population is increasing. Some deliberate work by.@orces in the vicinity of Basra have clearlyakened
the grip of the regime.

Yesterday, a patrol of U.K. forces near As-Zubaist outside of Basra, came upon two warehouses
containing human remains in bags and boxes. Whikecaurate count is not yet know, estimates would
indicate that the remains are of more than 1000pstsSome have tatters of uniforms in and amohgst t
human remains, and in one of the warehouses thene pictures of executed soldiers. These remaasatr
from this conflict. They are from some other cartflit some other time. Needless to say, the sltdwi
thoroughly examined, and we're looking for evideotwar crimes.

There is still a regime presence in some of theaxtpwand the tactics we see used remain the tadtics
terrorists. An example of this is a recent actibaraarea secured by the 82nd Airborne Divisiormr nea
As-Samawa. And you can Samawa here, just alongweline, south of Najaf. In this case, a compahy
airborne troopers were securing an area that hexal égtablished. They built a small unit checkptont
control movements near the area. And this wasaeapulated area.

And as we've seen in other cases, a sport utidibyoke approached the checkpoint at a high raspeéd.
After several unsuccessful non-lethal attemptsatesse the vehicle to halt, it continued approachieg
checkpoint, and this, again, as | mentioned, was ag@opulated area. There was a young sergeaharge
at that particular checkpoint, and he saw somectdbja the back of this vehicle, ordered one ofguisners
to open fire on the threatening vehicle.

This is an image of the vehicle from the rear afterattack. You can see that it's in an urbanaréea kid
standing on the side of the road. The weapon inmgatte vehicle caused the vehicle to have a sagmt
secondary explosion and a fireball. Let's go tortivet image. The vehicle had been loaded with gsders
to be detonated in close proximity to the checkpdind finally, from the side.

Our soldiers and marines out there, and espe@allyunior leaders, are having to make very, veffycdIt
but instantaneous life and death decisions, angréhihe only one who can make those decisionsy'fiehe
doing it very well, and they're also doing the kst can to protect the force as well as the Ipagulation.

The two corps attack by 5th Corps and 1st MEF ocoes to isolate Baghdad, denying any reinforcenants
any escape by regime military forces. Fifth Corpstmls the corridor from Karbala to Baghdad in ¢aest.
The 1st Marine Expeditionary Force controls theidor from Samanpak (sp) to Baghdad. And | mentibne
east first -- excuse me -- 5th Corps is in the westt MEF is in the east. And we continue operationand
around that area, and beyond.

There was a raid last night by the 1st Marine Expmthry Force. What they raided was a training parear
Samanpak (sp). And you can see the explosion aorige map near Samanpak (sp). This raid occunred i
response to information that had been gained bitiomaforces from some foreign fighters we encarat
from other countries, not Irag. And we believe tied camp had been used to train these foreidnteig in
terror tactics. It is now destroyed.
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We continue broadcasting non-stop radio over altaxf. We do know that radio is the most common and
popular medium that is used by the Iraqi populaéiod is consumed by them. A much smaller portiothef
population has TV, and an even smaller portion,tipedites, have access to cable and satelliteistn.
Some of the examples of things we are saying obbmadcasts now to the Iraqgi people, especialtién
radio broadcasts -- first, we're telling the Irpgbple for their own safety to stay away from Baghd
International Airport. And this is certainly in dict contrast of what the regime is telling itszgns.

We're also explaining the importance of carefubljdwing checkpoint instructions as they approdwm.
There are checkpoints that they may encounteneif follow the instructions of the people at theatpoint,
there are not problems.

We explain to the Iraqis the types of atrocitied anminal acts that the regime is responsible Aord we're
also telling the Iraqi forces that remain, speaificthe Special Republican Guard and special ggdorces,
that they should surrender, flee, or fight and feeeain destruction.

The good news is life is proceeding into a newestdéitnormal in other places, in places where tlaitoon
has driven away the regime. Actions that we edakg for granted, things that have been stoppdtdy
regime and the hazards of combat are now resurBmgas we stop our combat actions, as we move the
regime away, life can continue.

This is an example. A school in An-Najaf -- we'atked about that location over the last severasday
children are now safely returning to school, arel/thre begun school for the first time since befwstilities
began. And the image is in stark contrast withahe | showed you a few days ago where, with the bkl
the local population, we were removing ammunitimnf the same school that had been used by regime
death squads as a place to fight.

Our civil affairs units that are traveling behindr@ombat formations are skilled, they are profassi, and
they're making daily assessments of the needsgidpulation they encounter, and then they getoidxw
trying to fulfill those needs, with the assistat¢he population. That's part of the plan. It ajg/das been
part of the plan. And their efforts are making gandifference in the lives of newly liberated Iragin some
locations, our soldiers are facilitating the detivef supplies, and that includes things that dmeady on
hand in storage warehouses but weren't delivergdeogegime, as this particular image shows. These
school supplies that were in an area near Basnasgcial operations forces moving through the toead
this warehouse, discovered what it was, and begahipg them back out to the population. They haehaly
been on hand, and for whatever reason the regidheatisee fit to distribute them to the populatdmBasra.

Assisting with much of our humanitarian and civiorware free Iragi forces team members. They castio
help us communicate and earn a high degree of fhstteams also coordinate delivery of humanitaria
assistance rations and the massive volumes of vainelagrain that are starting to flow in from alleothe
world, and we have much more of that coming heex thve next several weeks, with many different
countries making contributions. And those will comdy way of the ports that have been securedupy o
operations, and over land through areas that haee becured.

And with that, ladies and gentlemen, I'll take yquestions. Please, sir.
Q. Will Adams, ABC. Two questions, General. Firkat, you showed us the photograph of the vehigté

the cylinders in it. Anyone who has lived in theripof the world for any length of time knows thlabse are
the kind of cylinders that everyone uses for domogsirposes, and often are transported in vehplesisely
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like that. Was there anything that you saw in thedticle that proved that these were intended to be
detonated?

And secondly, you mentioned the training camp Bananpac (sp) and you said information from foreign
fighters had helped you to identify that. Are yayiag that there are foreign terrorist training pann lraq?

GEN. BROOKS: Well, first, with regard to the vel@@nd what's inside of it, we know that those tygfes
canisters can also be used as explosive devicegytarly when numbers of them are joined togethi¢énat
we believe is the necessary decision-making dowhealower level is what is -- what is it that yeee
approaching? What behaviors are being exhibited?aw does that then match into things that have
happened as patterns over time? Then a life artth deaision is made.

When there is a need to do further investigatiormief we think something has been done incoryebly
rules of engagement that are out there, but in nsasgs we think that this is what's going to happed so
while it's certainly possible that those things @enmercial use activities, or commercial use itenjgst
like the vehicle is a civilian vehicle, and the pkoinside of it were in civilian clothes -- thadillshe modus
that is used by regime death squads to perpehase types of terror attacks. Now, with regardam&npak
(sp), that's just one of a number of examples wiewad where there is training activity happeningide of
Iraq. It reinforces the likelihood of links betwelis regime and external terrorist organizatiofesarclinks
with common interests. Some of these fighters ciom Sudan, some from Egypt, and some from other
places, and we've killed a number of them and wegyptured a number of them, and that's where séme o
this information came from. We continue to be om lthok out for those types of fighters. It certgimlon't
stop us operationally. We'll encounter them wheremeounter them. But it does say an awful lot aboeit
regime is taking to what's going on on the batlefright now.

Yes, please.

Q. Thank you, General. Kelly O'Donnell from NBC.rGgu confirm the attack on the man known as
"Chemical Ali"? Is he the highest ranking regimader who has been hit? And what do you think hitde
would mean for the potential of chemical weapores?us

GEN. BROOKS: Well, Kelly, first, we've made it ctethat we're going to do a number of things todaftee
decision making of this regime -- whether thattta@king decision-makers, like Chemical Ali is, ahdre
are a number of others, obviously, in this regimevall, or if it's attacking the means by whichytiesue
their instructions to do things that we think woblel not in their interest to do, or whether ittimeking the
means of delivery, like launchers for surface-tdae missiles that might be able to carry chemiedpons
or aircraft that might deliver those. All of thairaes together to minimize the influence of thismey
minimize the ability of the regime to control itehnd we continue to remain satisfied that we fzaeing a
significant impact on this regime, that it no longein control.

As to whether or not he's the highest -- we'veck#d higher than him, and we will continue to dttathers
in the regime. We've said that it's not about irdlials, it's about the regime. And any piece ofrdggme
that's out there, or any piece of this force thi@ip®rts the regime, will be attacked, it will bestteyed, or it
will be otherwise removed by their voluntary action

Q. Do you believe he is the highest ranking thatlheen killed?
GEN. BROOKS: I'm not going to characterize whatgtetus is at this point. | don't think we know $oire. |

know that we certainly knew that he was our targeti we know that we feel comfortable that his lgodyd
is now dead. As to Chemical Ali himself, | thinkn will tell.
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Yes, sir.

Q. David Lee Miller, Fox News. There's a reporadfiendly fire incident in the north. If you kncanything
about that and can elaborate, | would appreciaend secondly, have any weapons of mass destrubgen
found? And is there anything to suggest now thatheahis regime tried to move some of those weapons
into Syria or other locations which we have heardlie past few weeks?

GEN. BROOKS: We do have some initial reports oeagagement that occurred in the north that involved
some coalition forces and some Peshmerga with whierhave been conducting operations in the north. We
don't know the specifics of the circumstance a gaint. As with every other report like this, wdig into it,
find out what the contributing circumstances argl tty to come to some degree of closure on ngt whit
happened but also if there are some things we togledrn from it, how it happened and what we canad
prevent it from happening again, if indeed we hswae involvement in that. So, that's something<isait!
underway. It's ongoing, and it's a very fresh repsmwell, so it's going to take a little while bef we get to

the bottom of it.

Weapons of mass destruction are something that #rat remain a focus of this operation. It is the
primary focus. We are still conducting combat opers focused on the regime. That's the first ooder
business. However, there are some places that veerttav access to areas that we do searches foongap
of mass destruction, either based on our antidipat®ur knowledge beforehand that there may haea b
weapons of mass destruction stored there, develkbeee, over time.

So, in some cases, it may be years ago that wéhhathformation. As we get access to the locatioresl|
search, often with the assistance of people whe werking there. And as we get closer to Baghdad, w
have more places that are like that.

| think we can certainly be sure that this regirae heen skillful at hiding the things they haveerEhare a
number of items we've already encountered on ttieefield that they said they didn't have, andwetfound
them -- whether it's minds that float up, or mssithat go beyond 150 kilometers. Any number ogioth
things are out there.

And so while we can't say where they may have beaved to, we certainly anticipate that there hasenb
deliberate efforts to bury, hide, move, dispersall-these efforts that were part of the denial dedeption
campaign. And as time goes on, and we get moressi¢oghe people who know what really was happening
inside the regime, that aren't supportive of tlggmne, after the regime is gone, we believe thall we'able

to do the deliberate work necessary to find -ind fnore of it.

Tom, please.

Q. Tom Mintier with CNN. There is a report beingréad by ITAR-TASS that some vehicles carrying
Russian diplomats out of Baghdad were struck bjitamaaircraft. Number one, did it happen? Numbveo,
were you notified in advance of the departure of delegation of Russians from Baghdad?

GEN. BROOKS: We have some initial reports from eortbassy in Russia that there may have been some
sort of action that occurred with respect to tledta$ vehicles leaving Irag. We were aware of theaving

Irag. We certainly had information about that, &ad an anticipation of how they might move. Andhihat
we wanted to ensure we were providing as much gtioteas we could.

We don't know the circumstances surrounding thigyven the factual basis of it yet. We understéuad they
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are still moving at this point in time. And as wet ghore information, we certainly will -- absolytetant to
get to the bottom of that particular --

Q. (Off mike)?

GEN. BROOKS: I don't know whether it has or notefidhare reports that it has been, but we don't Aaye
specifics that confirm that in any way at this gamtime.

Q. You just said it was still moving.

GEN. BROOKS: We understand that this group of Mekics still moving, yes. And what we don't know is
any coalition involvement, whether in fact somewas hit, what the circumstances were around a tegbor
hit. And we'll see what we can find out about test of the story -- very, very fresh report jushuaies before
we came in here.

Yes, please, sir?

Q. General, Jeff Meade (ph) from Sky News. Yestigsdaas Baghdad's -- (inaudible) -- Basra. | wontler
you could talk a little bit about the British acatimto the second city this morning, how you chteazed it,
what it's achieving and what it's possible outcasne

Can | also put you also -- small issue -- you tdlabout deception there. At your last appearanuesfiowed
us a building, a command and control center iniTtkat you said had been bombed ont he 2nd ofl Alpri
wonder how you can explain that the same buildemgaged -- it's quite a distinctive building -- vém®wn
on Iraqgi TV nine days before. Is this really a podiof truth, or are both sides practicing dece@GEN.
BROOKS: Well, first, let me talk about the U.K. ¢@ss. As | mentioned yesterday, we are very, vasygof
them, and we are proud to be partners with thethigncoalition. They are doing exceptional work o
the south. We've already advanced very rapidifpénlringing on of the humanitarian aspects of this
operation as quickly as it could be possibly dexad at the same time we find the U.K. forces anaglo
tremendous and deliberate work in Basra and amasid it, and they've had an exceptional effedhen
regime forces that are in there. Their work iscwtplete, and | would certainly leave full charaeiztion of
exactly what unit is doing what to the U.K. for¢eday out for themselves. But they are doing vegyy
well, and we remain proud partners with them i goalition.

The strikes that | showed you are derived fromlligence products. They're real photographs, aed th
information we pass you is that which we can passfyom our knowledge of exactly what has happefed.
| know that what | am delivering you is what | kna fact from those operations, and that's probedbfar
as | can take it.

Yes, sir, in the back, please?

Q. Jonathan Marks (ph), BBC. Prior to your moveBaghdad you were able to characterize for us which
particular Iraqgi divisions of the Republican Guarere broadly speaking in that area. Could youdryet out
for us now what organized formations the Iraqil s&ive in the area of the capital? Could you glise us
some sense of the state of command and control¥@umdontinually show us these buildings beingdtru
which are command and control centers. | find ttaordinary to imagine that any Iraqis turn upviark in
these buildings each and every day. If | workedne of these buildings, I'd be a very, very lony waay
from it. So, | mean, are you hitting empty buildsf?gWhat actually is the state of command and cléhtro

GEN. BROOKS: Okay. The forces that were in and mgdoBaghdad were mostly Republican Guard forces
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command -- but not exclusively. We saw some miduoe some indications that there may have beemsom
regular army forces that may have gotten in andrgsicthem to either reinforce them or that werel lfir@im
escaping themselves. We saw some paramilitarieha¥e seen some technical vehicles, as we refer to
them, civilian vehicles that have been outfittethwireapons. And so there's a mixture that's uplénsf

there. That makes it a little bit difficult to claaterize exactly what we face.

What we do know is for the forces we encounteratifaoused our efforts against, we have inflicted a
considerable degree of destruction, and many aethimits cease to exist as effective combat foomatiln
some cases we found abandoned equipment in thartthens of abandoned tanks and personnel carhers
some cases we found equipment we had effectivalyaed by some of our air power being directedrega
the Iragi formations that were out there -- as veeenarriving and before we arrived. In other cagesaw
some of the devastating effects of direct-fire syst and indirect-fire systems supporting groundeugaers

-- attack helicopters we use in support of grourmshe@uver. So the path that was cut was cut throngh
most cases.

Having said that, we know that there are still sdommations that are out there. There are stiltgaf the
Republican Guard command, the Al Nida Division artgcular, part of the Hammurabi Division, the Adna
(ph) Division still in the north. We'll still fighthem, unless they choose to surrender. Some wof thay have
moved toward Baghdad, but we have not seen anpmbiggments into Baghdad -- certainly not since tike ¢
for everyone to come rushing to Baghdad, or thef@akveryone to rush from Baghdad out to Baghdad
Airport. We have not seen any examples of organizeabat action. There are small packets that ysuall
conduct counter attacks. They are generally compereyl -- somewhere between 20 and 40 vehicles with
associated paramilitaries, sometimes some techsimaletimes some infantry in or not in uniform. And
those are dealt with when they arrive. We beliénat there are still some low levels of command @drol
in some of the military formations. But as we ficapability that exhibits that we attack it. So, éssample,
we attacked two division command posts while weenagtacking their formations. We were able to idgnt
them, locate them, and we struck them -- and tlikeestwere effective. That takes away a level showand
and control.

You asked about the buildings inside of Baghdatwsashowed. Most of those regime-related buildizugs
places that house command and control structurashbuse the junction between a fiber optic netveod
some other things -- different means of commurocatso we'll strike that to break the links for
communication in most of those cases.

In some cases they may be empty. In fact, we dmtagtack at certain times when people aren'taakw
We're trying to destroy the capability, not the plagion. All that goes into the mixture of how wencluct
our operations. There's probably a lot more infdromathan you can take in, but since you ask thiag |
guestion -- whoever is going to go to work thoughen they start going back to work, very much ay tre
in the south, it will be with our help.

Next question, please. Yes, ma'am.

Q. Hi, Nicole Enfield (ph), Associated Press. Timisrning we heard that the toll from the Baghdad rai

yesterday, somewhere in the area of 2,000 to 3ra@ofighters killed. I'm just wondering how yoaroe up
with that number. It's a lot of people, and eadyu8day morning in Baghdad. We haven't heard miich o
enemy tolls to date. So I'm just wondering why @/&earing that number now, and where it came from.

And, second, on the Republican Guard -- you've lsaging that it's melting away, a lot of peopld jus

deciding not to fight. Is there not a concern amphrt of the coalition that even after you estibiiome kind
of a presence that they might come back as a fladaice -- that they might just be melting awaynonly
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to return if not tomorrow, some other time in theufe?

GEN. BROOKS: Well, first, you haven't seen me usmbers very much, because they're very difficulayo
out and then stand on, first because reports chaweetime as you get more information; and alstabee in
many cases they have to be based upon estimatés. fAlking about the results of combat actiorhis tase
that in many cases results in the physical destructf human beings. You can't always make an ateur
count. We certainly aren't stopping to count. Aadlee practice of laying out numbers is something |
personally try to stay away from for that reason.

In this case there are estimates out there basdte@mount of force that was encountered, thestgpe
systems that were involved in the action, thingd Wwhere we know that we were involved in direx fi
fights that many of you were able to witness wite embedded media that went along with part of that
attack, and the number of systems that we hadvedahnd the type of engagements that occurrech&s t
an estimation. It could be on the order of 2,0000uld be more than 2,000. It could be somewtsa flean
2,000. We know that it was a considerable amounestruction on all of the force that was encowgter
And so I've tried to characterize it in those typéterms, a considerable amount of destructioririmally
every engagement that we have. It's very one-sidesbme cases we take a few wounded. In some weases
have one or two killed. But in all cases we inflictonsiderable amount of destruction on whateweefthat
comes into contact with us. It just is not wortyirtg to characterize by numbers. And, frankly, & are
going to be honorable about our warfare, we areunbthere trying to count up bodies. This is mat t
appropriate way for us to go.

Q. (Off mike)?
GEN. BROOKS: Your second question -- | don't reedlht that was. Prompt me again, please.
Q. The Republican Guard that's melting away now --

GEN. BROOKS: Yes, okay, are they going to come lzcuerrillas? They would do so at their peril. We
believe when the regime is gone there will stilldoene who are true believers. There may be sitlesce of
terroristic behavior. We don't think all that's iggito just disappear. But we also know that marheimn
have chosen not to fight and to seek a future lad,we think that the actions we'll take will ferce that
decision for those who have made that choice. Thageway to account for how many made the decigion
just walk off the battlefield and never fight agalinere's no way to account for how many are hidtiog

the regime so as to not be killed by them for hgvirade that choice. We can't make that kind of @&aibog.

What we can do is recognize, as we have through@ibperation, that there are certain capabilitias will
always exist out there that can threaten the fantkalso threaten the peace, and we'll deal witbetin a
logical and appropriate way.

Let me come back to the right. Yes, ma'am?

Q. I'm Louise Skillane (ph), CBS News. We're tdldttone U.S. soldier was killed yesterday, andrtwegs
are reporting 50 soldiers killed, two Apache hgiews shot down. Can you specify U.S. losses yadsgan
Baghdad?

GEN. BROOKS: Well, just as | will not characterimenumbers the losses that we inflict, | am nohgdo
characterize in numbers the losses we sustaineate e mechanism by which that's reported through
official channels after we have notified family meens who are involved and other things. | will Hagt we
did in fact have a report of a killed in action tggday. That is true. Numbers are not appropriditéell you
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the numbers were very, very small. B ut any onebenrany loss of any one of our service members out
there is something that gives us pain and conennt doesn't stop t his operation, and they wawdtiwant
us to stop the operation. So that's really wherstared on that.

Yes, sir, please?

Q. John Chalmers (ph) with Reuters. Can you confeports Special Forces severed the oil pipeliteden
Syria, and indeed the rail link between Syria aad? And, secondly, could you run us through sofrikeo
problems you are likely to face as the temperatisesand how you surmount them on the battlefield?

GEN. BROOKS: | don't want to characterize specifyjcahat work is being done. We know that we wamt t
preserve the oil infrastructure of Iraq, and weenbgen focused on doing that throughout the corafumir
operations, and we are not going to do things withir power to put that future, that resourceisit i

should just leave it at that.

The heat conditions that are out there -- the iseartainly rising, but there are forces that@urethere on
the battlefield, coalition forces that have traimedhe heat. They trained in a variety of envirems. They
trained with their systems. They trained with tlaiemical protective overgarments on, and they are
accustomed to dealing with this degree of hardship.

Now, having said that, it's hot. A nd when it's,ldgcisions get made by all commanders, probaldp énaqi
commanders in this case. The weather effects obatikefield affect everyone on the battlefieldeTh
advantage goes to the force that is trained towialthose weather conditions when they occurhetlier
it's daytime, nighttime, rainstorm -- whateveraippens to be -- or even heat. And so we feel cenfithat
our forces are well prepared, they are well trajileely get better with every day's action that gnesnd the
regime gets in greater and greater danger withyewement they have chosen to remain in place.

Please?

Q. (Off mike) -- ABC News. In the investigationsathyou are conducting regarding the several chenkpo
attacks conducted by and carried out by Iragisresgaioalition forces. Have you -- can you confifrattany
remote-controlled devices, explosive devices, wees in these attacks against coalition forces?

And a second question is we haven't heard too raboht the two sons about Saddam Hussein, Qusay and
Uday. Do you have any indications that they areldeaalive? Thank you, sir.

GEN. BROOKS: | don't have any information on whettienot we found any remote-control devices. We've
heard some anecdotal reports, but not anythingiaffinat | have seen at this point in time. Weaaty

know that that is a tactic that's used in a varétglaces in the world where someone might begaito
labor as a human bomb of some sort, whether thegtring it or walking it, and they don't have canitof

the detonation. So that certainly is a tactic tatwould not be surprised at, but | don't have specific

reports related to it.

As to the sons, they are members of the reginvee Ihave indications that they are alive and mowve,
attack them. If we don't see them on the battigfiele don't pursue them. It's not about individuidls about
the regime and any capability we see out there iNgwvafter. So | don't want to get specific abouitat
their conditions are. | think that they have prdipaimt been seen on Iraqgi TV lately -- certainlyt moany
live broadcasts. And, if they were, we might betwig them during that time. So I'll just leave tladone.

Yes, ma'am?
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Q. (Off mike) -- with USA Today. Have you -- canwdescribe any forays that U.S. forces have made in
Baghdad today, this morning? And can you tell matwhe strategic idea is behind those kind of pegad
through town?

GEN. BROOKS: Well, given the degree of destructinet occurred yesterday and the significant lodgeof
on the part of the Iraqi forces that challenges dip&ration, | certainly wouldn't characterizehi tvay you
have. It was a combat action. It certainly dematstt our ability to operate within Baghdad at aetiamd
place of our choosing, and to inflict severe damaganyone that opposes the force that comes into
Baghdad.

It should also make a very clear statement abowrtrhach control the regime does or does not havenEv
while the attack was ongoing there were reportswigahadn't even reached the airport. And so there'
degree of reality in there that | think is settlingp a number of people inside of Baghdad, anch so®
believe it will settle in also on members of thginge. The nature of our approach to Baghdad, Ilshou
emphasize, will be like our approach to other pda®ée will do our operations on our plan, condugtin
attacks at a time and a place of our choosing, wieattle conditions are set by us in a waydHatorable
for the outcomes we seek. And so that will be éelbe work. Sometimes it will be just like thatdps
fingers) -- and we're into Baghdad. Sometimes w&ly, sometimes we won't. Sometimes it will be kkhat
you see in Basra or Najaf or Nasiriyah where wetw@aattack a specific regime location where a imeges
ongoing and kill everyone that's in the meeting. Might do that in some cases. That could happen in
Baghdad.

What | would emphasize is our approach still remdatused. It also remains oriented on protectieg t
population as much as possible, and keeping theay #am the combat, if we can. You've seen theghina
the decisions being taken by the regime that puptipulation at risk, and so again there's cautiahl
would emphasize that the population does get piislatvhen we work in an urban area. We will be as
careful as we can in the operations, but we'll is@ery effective against the regime.

Yes, sir, please?

Q. It's Paul Hunter from Canadian Broadcasting G@tion. Do you accept yet as a possibility that yo
might not find chemical weapons because they've gorsyria or they've been destroyed by your owialae
bombardment? And if that's the case, would it mattgou have regime change -- would it matteratly
didn't also have the chemical weapons smoking gun?

GEN. BROOKS: We know that we want Iraq to be freeveapons of mass destruction when this operation
is complete. At whatever point we say the operasamver, that is one of the stated objectives.Wille

search for it. We will assist in searching foraibd we will expect assistance in searching faVhile we
haven't found anything yet, we think that the psastere it's most likely to be found, we havenéregotten

to most of them yet, and there's a considerablebeuimut there where there could be weapons of mass
destruction or evidence of weapons of mass degiruptograms. And so we are not ruling anythingatut
this point, whether they will be there or not, wieztthey have been moved or not. What we are folcoise
right now is the removal of the regime. That coress. Searching for weapons of mass destructica in
concentrated way comes after that. And we belieaewe will -- we still believe that the regime lihem;

and we also believe they have the will to use théfa.take away more and more mechanisms by whigh the
can use them at this point, but we are not finisfetd

Yes, sir, please?

9/15/2006 6:27 P!



http://usembassy-australia.state.gov/hyper/200&@pd702. htr

Q. Good afternoon, general. Neil Tweedie from tla@\DTelegraph in London. Just on that point, wara
not surprised when you overran Republican Guardipns that there were no chemical shells in those
positions?

GEN. BROOKS: "Surprise" is not really the rightrteto use. | think the better way to describe that we
had new information, that we did not find chemialapon shells in the positions that we passed grat
this point. Does that mean they are not with tteotivisions on the north side of Baghdad? It dibesean
that yet. Does it mean that they are not potegtgding to be used by something that's been repoei
elsewhere, different delivery systems? It doeseamthat yet. Does it mean that they are not patignt
available for aircraft to deliver and not to bedibg artillery? That can't be ruled out yet. Sole/kie've
passed through and taken away the potential fobyseose units, there's still potential for useoltyer units
and other mechanisms, and we remain as seriousigéad on it as we were from the start. | wouldtbay
the closer we get, even across what we charaateaizéhe red line before, there are fewer and feygons
on what can be used to deliver weapons of maseugéen. Certainly early in the war we had AbafillOs
that could have delivered into Kuwait. That areaddonger safe for them to do any launches, antdaven't
had any launches in that area. It's been taken.akgye continue to advance, more areas are takap. at
the same time, we don't take for granted the featthere could be something that was hidden thatis
uncovered somewhere behind us. And so while weuds@curity work, that includes looking for thintst
are threats, whether it's technical vehicles widthine guns on them, or car bombs, or regime mesribat
are holed up in a certain place in a town, or thitlgat could deliver weapons of mass destructibat's
where we will remain focused, taking nothing foamped; pleased that it wasn't used to date, busatatfied
that the hazard is gone.

Yes, sir, please?

Q. George Kurad (ph), chief of the National NewsgragPublishers Association News Service, the Black
Press of the United States. As you move closerlaghBad, have you gotten any more information on
coalition soldiers who have been captured? Anbeaset any reassurance that you can give those é&mili
waiting for news?

GEN. BROOKS: George, | wish | did have some goosigi® tell on that, but the reality is we have not
heard anything by way of the ICRC. | don't beliéve ICRC has been given access, the International
Committee of the Red Cross has been given access farisoners yet. We still hold the regime acdable,
completely responsible for anything that is donprisoners of war that have been taken of thedJghdl.
We expect them to be treated the same way wetlreias -- and we now have over 6,000 -- that number
continues to grow -- and we take care of them dkagave can. In some cases we provided surgeryaléée
provide food, water and shelter. We have bene otsgddy the ICRC and remain open to that. That
expectation applies also to what we have for tigare, but we don't have any news at this point. ¥ed
remain hopeful that they are being cared for pilgpét the same time, we remain active in tryingsek
their release or their rescue.

Yes, sir, please -- then I'll come to the front r@Qv (Off mike) --- Australia. Can you just give sisme more
information about this attack in Salman Pak? Youtoaed there were several other foreign fight€em
you give us some more details about those natiesgland what was in the camp to characterize & a
terrorist training facility?

GEN. BROOKS: The -- there are a number of natibias were involved. | don't know all of them. | know
that we had some from Egypt, some from Sudan, apleethat we captured. And that was before the-aid
that gave us information about the raid. The navfitbe work being done by some of those peoplewiea
captured, their inferences to the type of trairttmgy received -- all these things give us the irsgien that
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there is terrorist training that was conductedatrfan Pak. We did also found some other thingeth®e
found some tanks -- and destroyed them. We fountesssmored personnel carriers, and destroyed them i
small numbers. We destroyed some buildings tha¢ weed for command and control, and some other
buildings that were used for morale and welfare.d#&stroyed the complex. All of that, when you roll
together, their reports where they're from, whytiheght be here, tell us that there is still a dgk clearly
between this regime and terrorism, and it's somgthie want to make sure we break.

Q. (Off mike)?

GEN. BROOKS: There's no indications of specificasmgations that | am aware of inside of that. Weg ma
still find it. As with all operations we conductiina place, we look for more information after dpeeration is
complete. We'll pull documents out of it, and sdmtthose documents say, if there's any linksdications.
We'll look and see if there are any persons thetegovered that may not be Iraqgi. All that is detband
deliberate work that happens after the fact.

Let me come to the front row, please.

Q. (Off mike) -- from al Jazeera. Reports comirarirWashington said that Apache helicopters face afl
problems, meaning technical problems, on the grpand that CENTCOM will minimize the use of
Apaches. What's your comment, please?

GEN. BROOKS: Well, the Apache helicopter is a gaahbat system. It is crash worthy, when it does go
down. We had some hard landings, and crews walkeg.dt is battle worthy -- we have had some Apache
take fire, and they've flown back to base-- in s@ages with holes in the side. It's functioningotiyaas it

was designed. It's having an effect, a signifiedfect on the enemy, and we are increasing the puoib
Apaches. | would just highlight that with the urtiteit we have already on the battlefield, insidigsuike the
3rd Infantry Division, there are attack helicoptekpaches. In units that are arriving, there aracht
helicopters, Apaches. In the 101st, which we culydrave in use, there are attack helicopters, Apacin
Fifth Corps there's an attack helicopter regim&he number is increasing. Their involvement on the
battlefield is increasing, and the destruction ttahes as a result will also increase.

| think we have time for one more question. Yes,@ the left side.

Q. General Brooks, could you just clarify the sitom -- sorry -- (inaudible) -- from the Indepentlan
London. Could you just clarify the situation at #igoort? As you know, the Iragis claiming that #ikation
is more fluid than we understand it is. Is it 1@gent secure, 90 percent secure? How would you
characterize it?

GEN. BROOKS: Well, being a conservative militaryyguwould never say 100 percent secure on anything
But | will tell you that the airport is clearly uadcoalition control. We have increased the amo@iptesence
in that location. We continue to expand the argeibe the airport to eliminate the influence of dath --

I'm sorry, of regime forces. There are still battlleat happen -- to the northwest, for examplagthave been
some pretty good fights that occurred. We aremsidling beyond it, and we are able to operate tnewe
intend to operate inside of the airfield. Therélswork to be done in there. There are a lot oilthing
complexes. It's an international airport. And gatloubled as a regime command and control facBiby

until everything is cleared, until every potentioby trap is gone, until every obstruction isafffunways,

we don't say it's completely secured. But that werngoing, even while we conduct combat operation
destroy any additional regime forces we encounter.

Thanks very much, ladies and gentlemen. Have a dagd

9/15/2006 6:27 P!



http://usembassy-australia.state.gov/hyper/200&@pd702. htr

(end transcript)
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